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Summer Reading Book 1 
 
 
How to Read Literature Like a Professor – Thomas Foster  ISBN # 978-06-000942-7 
 
Assignment #1: Enroll in the AP English Literature Google Classroom - Summer Reading. Use this access code - 
mmh6tx  - to complete your enrollment. 
 
Assignment #2: Read How To Read Literature Like a Professor.  It is an excellent resource book which will give us a 
common vocabulary and structure for our reading. We will use this vocabulary and structure throughout the school year. 
 
Assignment #3: As you read, log on weekly to the AP Literature Google Classroom to answer key questions. These will 
serve to pace your reading. As of May 20th, there will be 6 topics posted. Throughout the month I will add 
topics/prompts. Your minimum participation in this discussion group is as follows: 
 

● Choose and respond to at least 5 discussion topics/prompts. Try to stretch and grow in your responses. Say 
important things, raise the bar in your critical thinking. 

 
 
 

Please complete these three assignments before June 30. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summer Reading Book 2 
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1984 – George Orwell       ISBN # 9780451524935 
  
During the month of July, we will shift the focus of our discussion group to George Orwell’s 1984. You can purchase and 
read any edition of the text...there are several to choose from. 
 
Assignment #1: Read the text of George Orwell’s 1984. 
 
Assignment #2: As you read, log on weekly to the AP Literature Google Classroom  and respond to the discussion topics 
posted. Your participation in this discussion group is as follows: 
 

● Choose and respond to at least 3 discussion topics. Consider the connection between How to Read Literature 
Like a Professor (HTRLLAP) and 1984. 

 
Assignment #3: Respond to the following essay prompt and upload it to turnitin.com no later than July 31st. The 
turnitin.com  information is listed below. 
 

● 1984 Essay: Choose 1-3 principles from the text/chapters of How to Read Literature Like a Professor, and in a 
well-written essay (2 pages +/-), explain how you would apply its central elements to your reading of Orwell’s 
1984. Please refer to the sample paragraph for a sense of the quality of writing that is expected of you. 

 
 
 

Please complete these three assignments before July 31. 
 
 
 
 
Essential Information for turnitin.com 

 
Course: AP English Lit. – Summer Reading 2018 

Class ID # 

Enrollment Key(Password) -  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1p3gxfrANtwiOApfGil_xSJa1cWe-DA_YNSmv5AXEPHc/edit?usp=sharing
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AP English Literature 
Generic Scoring Guide & Percentile Grading Table 

 
This scoring guide employs the language common to all AP English Literature scoring guides. Specific 
assignments will call for some slight modifications. 
 
The Percentile System: Throughout your high school years, you have been trained to calculate your grades 
according to a percentage system.  In this class, we will be using a percentile system. It is through this system 
that you can compare yourself to other students’ performance in the class (and nationally).  The College Board 
advocates that AP English teachers employ this scale to familiarize you to their performance ratings before you 
take the exam. If necessary, we will adjust the scale to reflect your current achievement. 
 
 

99 – 70 A 
69 – 66 A- 
65 – 62.5 B+ 
62 – 57.5 B 
57 – 55 B- 
54 – 44 C+/C/C- 
43 – 0  Doom 

 
 

The Scoring Guide 
 
Upper Half Scores: 
 
9-8:  The essay will be well written, with apt and specific references from the target text. The essay will 
demonstrate a clear understanding of the target text and the question or thesis, offering a convincing 
interpretation and consistent control over the elements of effective exposition and criticism. The essay will 
demonstrate the writer’s ability to read perceptively and write with clarity, skill, and grace. 
 
 
7-6: These essays also demonstrate an understanding of the target text, but compared to the best essays, they 
are less thorough or less precise in handling the relation of the multiple perspectives to meaning. In addition to 
minor flaws in interpretation, their discussion of the question or thesis is likely to be more brief, less well-
supported, and less incisive, These essays demonstrate the writer’s ability to express ideas clearly, but with less 
mastery and control than the 9-8 papers. 
 
 
5: These essays are characterized by superficiality. Their handling of language, imagery, and structure may 
be vague, mechanical, or inadequately supported. They deal with the question or thesis and target text without 
important errors of interpretation but miss the complexity or address it in a cursory way. The writing is 
sufficient to convey the writer’s views, but it is often ‘pedestrian’, not as well conceived, organized, or 
developed as the upper half papers. Often they reveal simplistic, superficial thinking and/or immature writing. 
 
Lower Half Scores: 
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4-3: These lower-half essays may reflect an incomplete understanding of the question or thesis and/or target 
text. Typically, they fail to respond adequately to part or parts of the question or thesis. The treatment of 
language, imagery, and/or structure in relation to the meaning may be weak, meager, or irrelevant. The 
discussion of multiple perspectives and/or meanings may be unclear or convoluted. The writing demonstrates 
shaky control over the standard elements of composition. These essays often contain recurrent stylistic flaws 
and/or misreadings and a lack of persuasive evidence from the text. Essays scoring a 3 exhibit more than one of 
the above deficiencies – they are marred by significant misinterpretations, insufficient development, and serious 
omissions. 
 
 
2-1: These essays compound the weaknesses of the papers in the 4-3 range. They may seriously misread the 
target text and/or the question/thesis. Frequently they are unacceptable brief. They are often poorly written in 
several ways and may contain many distracting errors in grammar and mechanics. While some attempt may 
have been made to answer the question, the writer’s views are presented with little clarity, organization, or 
supporting evidence. 
 
 
0: This is a response with little more than a reference to the target text. 
 
 
--: This indicates a blank response or one that is completely off topic. 
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